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number was returned at the census, 1901, as 34,178, against
1,267 Kotas, and 807 Todas. The Kotas inhabit seven
villages, of which six are on the plateau, and one is on
the western slopes at Gudaltir. They are the blacksmiths
and goldsmiths, carpenters, rope-makers, and potters of the
hills, and are also employed in cultivation. They are,
further, the musicians at Toda and Badaga funerals, for
which they provide the band. The jungles on the slopes
of the hills are inhabited by the primitive Kurumbas and
Irulas, some of whom work for the forest department or on
planters' estates.
The Wynaad table-land, situated at an average height
of 3,000 feet above the sea, stretches from the foot of the
northern slopes of the Nllgiris into Malabar and the
Mysore plateau. The dense jungles have been opened
up by planters for the cultivation of coffee, tea, and pepper,
which gives employment to a large number of Canarese
and Tamil coolies (hired labourers). In the middle of the
last century, when planters first began to settle in the
Wynaad, they purchased the land with the Paniyans living
on it, who were practically slaves (adscripti gleb&) of the
land-owners.
The Western Ghats, which commence in the Bombay
Presidency, extend southward through South Canara
(which they separate from Mysore), Coorg, Malabar, Cochin,
and Travancore, and terminate near Cape Comorin in the
extreme south of the Peninsula.- The range is continuous
and unbroken, except for the natural break, 16 miles
wide, formed by the Palghat Gap between the districts of
Coimbatore and Malabar, by means of which, even before
the days of the railway, communication between the Tamil
and Malabar countries was easy. The difference in the
appearance and customs of the indigenous population,
cultivation, and scenery, eastward and westward of the
Palghat Gap, is very marked. The Western Ghats range
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